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Skills Center Director Named Outstanding Educator
The Washington State Association of Career and Technical Education has named Dennis Kampe, the Director of the Clark County Skills Center in Vancouver, as the WA-ACTE Outstanding Career and Technical Educator of the Year.
The award recognizes Career and Technical Educators who have provided significant contributions to professional associations and Career and Technical Education programs for youth and/or adults in their communities. Past recipients have made significant contributions toward innovative, unique, and novel programs; and/or improvement, promotion, research, or development of programs of Career and Technical Education.
A graduate of Ridgefield High School and Clark College, Kampe helped launch the Skills Center in 1983 as Assistant Director. As Director since 1991, he has led the school to multiple national honors: from BusinessWeek magazine, the Albertson’s Foundation and the National Character Education Association.
 
His community service includes four years as a Leadership Clark County Board Member, five years as chair of the Washington State Skills Center Directors Association and nine years as Director/Teacher of the Southwest Washington Business and Industry Teacher Certification Consortium. He has also been honored as a local Red Cross "Good Samaritan Hero".
Opened in 1983, the Clark County Skills Center is owned and operated by ten southwest Washington school districts providing technical and professional training programs that prepare Clark County high school and college students for the workforce.
